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A TESTIMONY 

Of Norwich Monthly Meeting, respecting 
JOSEPH GURNEY, who died on the 25ih 
of the 12tk Month, in hiti l4ik Year, a Minis- 
ter Twenty-one Years. 

This, our dear and valued friend, was the third 
and youngest son of John and Elizabetli Gurney 
of Norwich. When yet in early life, he was 
deprived, by death, of his father, a man held in 
genera! estimation by his fellow-citizens, and a 
valuable elder in our society. In consequence of 
this afflicting event he was left under the sole 
care of his tender and indulgent mother, and 
under iier roof he resided until his twenty-eighth 
year. He was tiien married to Jane Chapman 
of Whitby, who, after a most affectionate union 
of more than forty-six yearn' continuance, now 
survives to lament her loss. His natural dispo- 
sitions were amiable, and his kindness and 
cheerfulness endeared him to his young coui- 



panioos. While, however, the general respect- 
ability and morality of his conduct evinced the 
benefit of a guarded education, he yielded in va- 
rious respects, when a young man, to the vanities 
of the world : and altliough he was far from in- 
active in his attention to business, lie was ardent 
in the pursuit of pleasure. We have, however, 
good reason to believe, that even during the earlier 
stages of his life he was often made sensible of 
his own umvoithiness, and of the preciousness, 
above all worldly joys, of the love of God, 

The gentle influence of the spirit of his Re- 
" deemer was indeed gradually gaining ground in 
his heart; and not many years iifter his marriage 
he evinced the seriousness of his religious feel- 
ings by a more decided submission to the cross 
of Christ. This submission was manifested by 
his abandoning those amusements (and espe- 
I cially the sports of the field) to which he 
had been previously accustomed, by a circum- 
spect life and conversation, and by the consist- 
ent bearing of those religious testimonies which 
' have always distinguished the Society of Friends. 
[ These testimonies were exceedingly precious to 
I our dear friend, who was deeply convinced of 
Lite spirituality of true worship, and of the neces- 



sity of that inward work of grace by which alone 
Uie soul of man can be regenerated and cleansed. 
He was one who entertained a peculiar fear of 
self-deception in religion, and often expressed 
his apprehension lest the forms and ceremonies 
to which many Christians are accustomed, 
should operate as a cover to the want of an inter- 
na! and practical principle. His heart and mind 
Were, however, open towards all, under every 
name, who loved the Lord Jesus Christ, and this 
enlargment of feehng became increasingly evi- 
dent as he advanced in years. 

When he had arrived at about his fiftieth year, 
his faithfulness was put to a close test, by be- 
lieving it was required of him to appear as 
a public minister of the Gospel. This was 
a service from which his natural diffidence and 
tow opinion of himself induced him greatly 
to shrink. But followed as he was by the " re- 
proofs of instruction," he gave way after a time 
to this awful and important call of duty, much to 
hia own relief, we believe, as well as to the com- 
fort and edification of his friends. 

His ministry was often uttered with fear and 
trembhng, and in great abasement of mind ; and 
he was very careful not to exceed the measure of 
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his gift. Tt was however frequent, and was 
rendered peculiarly interesting, by partaking of 
that originality of mind and thought which 
formed one of the most remarkable features in 
his character. As he advanced in life, his views 
of the fundamental doctrines of Christianity be- 
came increasingly clear and comprehensive, and 
he could say with the apostle, " We preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ; but 
unto tliem which are calletl, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wis- 
dom of God." He was diligent in the attendance 
of our meetings, both in his native city and in 
other places, where, from the circumstances of 
his family, his lot was often cast; and he was 
several times engaged in visiting the meetings of 
Friends in various parts of the countiy. On 
these occasions his beloved wife, who occupied 
the station of an elder, generally accompanied 
him ; and we believe that his labours of love were 
very grateful to his friends. He was also twice 
acceptably engaged in visiting the families of his 
own meeting; and the latter visit especially, 
which took place within a few months of his 
decease, has left on our minds a truly comforting 



impression. For a long succession of years he 
was a regular attender of the Yearly Meeting in 
London; and the clearness and liberality of his 
views, as well as the weight of bis communi- 
cations on these occasions, will, we believe, be 
long remembered by his friends. 

It pleased an all-wise Providence to try the 
faith of our beloved friend by a succession of 
grievous family afflictions. Several of his chil- 
dren, including his only two sons, after unfolding 
qualities which had greatly endeared them to their 
friends, were cut off, some in the bloom of youth, 
and others at a maturer age. But these trials 
he bore with an exemplary Christian fortitude ; 
and his cheerful resignation to the will of his 
Heavenly Father might be truly said to adorn 
his religious profession. 

He was a valuable member, not only of our 
own Society, but of tlie community at large. Of 
his ample pecuniary resources he made a gene- 
rous use, and earnestly endeavoured to fulfil the 
duties of his stewardship in the fear and love of 
God. It was not, however, by pecuniary libe- 
raUty alone that he assisted his " neighbour." 
His counsel was always ready for those who 



needed it; and his strong intellect, sonnd judg- 
ment, and large experience, rendered it of great 
■^se to many. 
r The little acts of kindness and courtesy are 
'often as much prized as larger Bacrifices. In 
these acts he abounded. He was a man of a 
warm heart and cheerful spirit; and having cul- 
tivated his mind by extensive observation, as 
well as by reading, he was ever found to be a de- 
lightful companion in the social circle. But the 
most striking feature of his character was humi- 
lity — he was always ready to prefer others in 
honour before himself; and above all, he dwelt 
^b -under a reverent sense of the presence and power 
^^r^Of the Almighty. His own weakness and no- 
^Bf4hingness seemed constantly to be felt, and 
^^pwere frequently confessed ; and he was often 
^B»"tried with deep mental confllci; yet we believe, 
^^B'that at such times he was never left without 
Divine support ; and his thankfulness for the 
goodness of God corresponded with his sense 
^^ of his own unworthiness. In him the declaration 
^fc'Beemed to be fulfilled, " The righteous shall hold 
^^•ton his way, and he that hath clean hands shall 
^B^ stronger and stronger." 



During the last few weeks of his life, the 
Christian graces of meekness, lowliness, and cha- 
rity, shone forth in his deportment with peculiar 
loveliness, and his ministry was remarkably 
powerful and instructive. Tliough apparently 
in good general health, he was affected by occa- 
sional spasms on his breath, which, although 
they did not greatly alarm his friends, certainly 
excited his own apprehensions. He was as one 
who felt himself to be standing on the brink of 
eternity. 

In addressing the young men at the close of 
one of our Preparative Meetings, shortly before 
his death, he said that his mind had that morn- 
ing been impressed with a joyful sense of the 
precioiisness of Christ. He then proceeded to 
draw a comparison between the practical effect 
of merely human systems of morality, and the 
doctrine of redemption, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This redemption he justly represented, 
not only as the foundation of the Christian's hope, 
but as the spring of every virtue. On the same 
morning, he made the following memorandum in 
his pocket-book, " Jesus was precious to me on 
waking this morning: convinced that to wha^ 
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ever perfection we aspired or arrived, it must 
centre in Him." In his last public communica- 
tion, (on the first-day afternoon preceding his 
death,) he was led to speak of the simple 
faith by which David, without Saul's armour, 
triumphed over the Philistine ; and he ex- 
pressed his firm conviction, that although 
the cause of truth is opposed by many po- 
tent enemies, it will nevertheless prevail, and 
the Lamb and his followers will have the 
victory. 

After walking round his garden on the incle- 
lent morning of the 25th of last 12th month, 
our dear friend was seized with a violent fit of 
coughing, and soon after his return to the house, 
his beloved wife alone being present, he sank 
down in her arms, and almost immediately ex- 
pired. 

His remains were interred on the 2nd of the 
Ist month, 1831, amidst a large concourse of 
his friends and fellow-citizens; a sweet so- 
lemnity prevailed on the occasion. His death 
is a very heavy loss to his near connexions, to 

(is friends, and to the church; but we reve- 
mtly believe that he was prepared for the sud- 
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den summons^ and that his immortal spirit is 
for ever at rest with God. 

Signed in and on behalf of Norwich Monthly 
Meeting, held at Norwich, the 10th day of the 
3rd month, by many Men and Women Friends. 



A TESTIMONY 

From the Monthly Meeting of Hahdshaw 
East, cmiceming ISAAC STEPHENSON, 
deceased. 

Oua beloved friend, Isaac Stephenson, son of 
Isaac and Elizabeth Stephenson, members of 
our religious Society, was born on the 13th of 
the 11th month, 1765, at Burlington Quay, in 
the East Riding of the county of York. 

Owing to the infirm state of his father's health, 
the care of his education devolved chiefly on his 
mother, whose pious concern for the best interest 
of her children was blessed to this our dear 
friend. 

In youth, he evinced an amiable and affec- 
tionate disposition, which greatly endeared him 
to all the family. About the seventeenth year 
of his age, and during his apprenticeship at 
Scarborough, he was, through Divine Mercy, 
favoured with a powerful and humbling visita- 
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tion, whereby lie was bowed in great self-abased- 
ness, and led into much circumspection of con- 
duct and splf-denial. About this period also, he 
was visited with bodily indisposition, which 
afforded him a season of retirement at home very 
congenial to his exercised mind. 

After passing through deep travail of spirit, 
lie was favoured to receive that hope which is in 
Christ Jesus, and to experience enlargement of 
beart. Thus he became an example of piety, 
his countenance and deportment indicating that 
he had been instructed in tlie school of Christ; 

, and as he advanced to mature age, he was a 
great strength and comfort to his widowed mo- 

, ther, extending a fatherly care over the younger 
branches of the family. 

On the expiration of his apprenticeship, he 
spent about four years as an assistant in the shop 
of a friend at Hitchin, where he enjoyed that 
society which was helpful and encouraging to 
him. When desirous of entering info business 
for himself, he earnestly craved Divine direction; 
and way opened soon after to begin the business 
of a miller, near Stockton-upon-Tees, and this 
place continued to be his comfortable residence 

I about thirty-five years. 



Ill the year 1797 lie was appointed lo the sta- 
tion of elder; and in the following year he mar- 
ried Hannah Masterman, of Kiiby-Moorside, 
who continued his beloved and affectionate com- 
panion to the end of liis days. 

About the forty-fourth year of his age he first 
appeared in the ministry, and being; careful to 
occupy faithfully will) the talents entrusted to 
him, he experienced an enlargement in the gift, 
and became an able minister of the Gospel. In 
1812 he obtained a certificate to visit the fami- 
lies of Friends at Birmingham, Manchester, and 
Liverpool, which service he performed in com- 
pany with his sister, Elizabeth Robson. Be- 
tween this period and the year 1823, he travelled 
much in the work of the ministry, visiting, at 
various times, the meetings of Friends in most 
parts of Great Britain, and was often engaged 
in holding public meetings. He also paid two 
religious visits to Ireland, and one to the Isle of 
Man. 

In 1823, with the concurrence of his friends, 
he embarked for the United Slates of North 
America, where he laboured very diligently for 
nearly two years. This religious service was 
attended with many trying exercises, owing to 
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the peculiar state of our Society there at that 
time; yet he liad Lo acknowledge, that through 
the unfaiUng mercy and help of Israel's Shep- 
lierd, he was enabled to perform the service re- 
quired of him, and to return to his native land 
in peace. Referring to this visit, he writes : " I 
feel no condemnation respecting any part of my 
iurs in the Lord's cause in America, yet I am 
rery far from thinking them perfect." — "My 
,bour was, that Friends, and all who attended 
le meetings where I was, might witness an 
inward stayedness of mind upon God, and a 
humble, steadfast trust in Him. I had also, 
in almost every testimony, to endeavour to exalt 
Christ in his different manifestations, and in all 
his offices." 

On his return from America, his attention was 
turned to the consideration of a residence at 
Manchester; and, after due watting, with desire 
that he might be favoured to see his way in so 
important a change, he removed, with his family, 
|.iu the latter part of the year 1826. After he 
,me to reside amongst us, he was often engaged 
our meetings for worship, in the faithful ex- 
:ise of liis gift, to the comfort and edification 
many. He was zealously concerned for the 
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support of onr various Cluistlan testimonies, and 
in meetings for discipline was very serviceable, 
manifesting a lively regard for the welfare of the 
Society, and the restoration of those who had 
gone astray. He was a lover and promoter of 
peace, of kind and unassuming manners, which 
greatly endeared him to his friends ; and it may 
truly be said, he was an example of humility in 
the various relations of life. 

Some time after his removal into the compass 
of this meeting, he paid an acceptable visit to 
the families of Friends in his own meeting, War- 
rington and Liverpool, and had many meetings 
in Manchester and its neighbourhood, with those 
not in profession with us, fervently labouring, 
being willing to spond and be spent in pro- 
moting the extension of the Redeemer's king- 
dom. In the 12th month, 1828, he attended the 
Quarterly Meeting of London and Middlesex, 
and afterwards that for Sussex and Surrey, visit- 
ing most of the meetings constituting them. 

About the end of 1829, he visited Friends in 
several of the western counties, and had many 
public meetings in Cornwall. Whilst travelling 
near Liskeard, he seemed to be favoured with 
an especial portion of light and life, and ob- 
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'ved to his compiinioii, that such had been his 

at that season, tliat he thought he could 

illingly lay down his life any where, or at any 

and in a letter, dated the 30th of 1st mo. 

1830, he says : " I have brought my jal^ Western 

labours, (one of the most solemn and exercising 

engagements in Avhich I was ever concerned,) 

again and again before my Lord, and I believe 

that he has been graciously pleased to place his 

1 of love and acceptance thereon, both as 

preaching, prayer, and thanksgiving; 

the feeling of this lias filled my heart with 

reverent praise." 

Whilst at liberty from these religipus engage- 

ints, he was diligent in business; yet, with a 

family requiring his exertions, he was favoured 

to hold temporal things in their proper estima- 

relying on the faithfulness of Him who 

lath promised, that to tiiem who seek Urat the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, all these 

things shall be added: thus, with his heart set 

heaven, he was solicitous to know the will of 

Divine Master, and ready with cheerful de- 

.edness to perform it; for he esteemed it his 

irivilegc, as well as his duty, to be employed in 

service of the Gospel. 
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During the last two years of his Ufe, his health 
appeared to be declining, and he was consider- 
ably indisposed some time after his return from 
the west of England ; but he was greatly favour- 
ed with the strengthening and comforting pre- 
sence of Him to whom the vigour of his days 
had been devoted. He one morning, at break- 
fast, remarked to his family, that whilst going 
about his outward concerns, his mind was al- 
most constantly engaged in secret communion 
with the Almighty, witiiout which he thought it 
would be almost impossible for him to transact 
his business. 

Ill the 4th month, 1830, our dear friend in- 
formed this Meeting of a concern on his mind, 
once more to pay a religious visit to Friends. in 
Ireland. Near sympathy was felt and expressed 
on the occasion, he being still in a feeble state; 
and with much unity a certificate was granted 
him accordingly. 

He attended the Yearly Meeting at Dublin, 
and on the 5th of the 5th month, accompanied 
by our friend James Webb, of that city, proceed- 
ed northward, attending the meetings of Friends, 
and holding several public meetings, in which 
he had acceptable service; and on llie 16th, be 
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ing Firgt-day, he atteaded the meeting at Grange, 
near Dungannon, in the province of Ulster, in 
which he had a remarkable testimony. 

On the following day, after taking tea at the 
touse of William Pike, of Derry-vale, he walked 
with several friends into the adjoining grounds, 
where he was suddenly seized with indisposition, 
which deprived him of speech and of the use of 
one side. Every attention was kindly rendered, 
but he continued to decline, and quietly expired 
on the morning of the 20th of the 5th month, in 
the 65th year of his age, having been a Minister 
about twenty-one years. His remains were in- 
terred at Grange, on the 27th of the same month. 

" Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his Lord shall make ruler over his house- 
hold, to give them their portion of meat in due 
season? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh, shall find so doing." 



Given forth by the Meeting aforesaid, held 
t Warrington, the 17th of the 3rd month, 1831. 
ind signed by many Men anil Women Friends. 



i 



ItiUiiiiiliiH 

■ 3 2044 061 819 807 ^^^^ 


m 


■ 




H 


H 


M«^ 


1? 


HH 






f 


1 


kV 


^ 


I 




f 


i 


1 




k 


1, 
ii 

I 


1 


^m^ 


K 


iii 


1 



